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livres to Chateauneuf; one of 8000 livres to Bontems, chief
valet de chambre of the King; one of 6000 livres to the Mar&-
chal de Montesquieu; one of 3000 livres to Foucault; and one
of 9000 livres tto the widow of the Due d'Albemarle, secretly
remarried to the son of Mahoni!
All this time the public stock-jobbing still continued on the
Place Vend6me. The Mississippi had tempted everybody. It
was who should fill his pockets first with millions, through M.
le Due d'Orleans and Law. The crowd was very great. One
day the Marshal de Villars traversed the Place Vend&me in a
fine coacli, loaded with pages and lackeys, to make way for
which, the mob of stock-jobbers had some difficulty. The
Marechal upon this harangued the people in his braggart
manner from the carriage window, crying out against the
iniquity of stock-jobbing, and the shame it cast upon all.
Until this point he had been allowed to say on, but when he
thought fit to add that his own hands were clean, and that he
had never dabbled in shares, a voice uttered a cutting sarcasm,
and all the crowd took up the word, at which the Marshal,
ashamed and confounded, despite his ordinary authority,
buried himself in his carriage and finished his journey across
the Place Vendome at a gentle trot in the midst of a hue and
cry, which followed him even beyond, and which diverted
Paris at his expense for several days, nobody pitying him.
At last it was found that this stock-jobbing too much embar-
rassed the Place VendSme and the public way; it was trans-
ferred, therefore, to the vast garden of the H6tel de Soissons.
This was, in fact, its proper place. Law, who had remained at the
Palais Royal some time, had returned to his own house, where
he received many visits. The King several times went to see
the troops that had been stationed near Paris; after this they
were sent away again. Those which had formed a little camp
at Charenton, returned to Montargis to work at the canal
making there.
Law, for commercial reasons, had some time ago caused
Marseilles to be made a free port. The consequence of this
was that an abundance of vessels came there, especially vessels

